THE  MOTOR  GOD

be allowed to mass produce a car until the prototype had
received a roadworthiness certificate. A Government design
team would work on the model and insist that safety be built
into the basic design, over-riding, where necessary, the de-
mands of the salesmen for sharp tailfins or dangerous protru-
sions. It would also mean the most rigorous annual vehicle
tests for all private and commercial vehicles, of whatever age,
to guard against that maintenance neglect which is just as
serious in a new car as in an old one.

Medical certificates of fitness would have to be produced
before a driver's licence would be issued and all drivers would
have a duty to report the onset of any specified disability
which might make them a danger.

The Highway Code would have to be developed into safety
regulations that would be binding upon all road-users, and the
penalties for disregarding the regulations would have to be
made more serious. Some motoring offences like drunken
driving are criminal and should be treated as such* Other
offences are less morally reprehensible. But in either case these
who do not abide by the safety law should expect to forfeit the
right to drive and for certain offences the withdrawal of the
driving licence should be immediate and mandatory. For
example, in Cincinnati recently it was laid down that all
teenagers who violated the speed limit automatically lost their
licences. And there certainly should be an upper speed limit on
all roads including motorways.

New regulations are no good without enforcement and the
ratio of police to motor vehicles is steadily falling. There is a
very strong case for creating a national or local Road Police
Service to take responsibility for traffic engineering and man-
agement, point duty and parking meters, highway patrob and
the supervision of driving schools. Similarly, there is a powerful
case for establishing traffic courts which could call on trained
medical and engineering officers and concern themselves with